Cognitive and motor performance in multiple system atrophy and Parkinson's disease compared.
Nineteen patients with multiple system atrophy (MSA) of striato-nigral degeneration type were tested to examine cognitive and motor performance. Parkinson's disease (PD) patients and healthy subjects served as controls. The MSA and PD patients showed similar cognitive dysfunction and motor impairment, performing poorly in the visuo-spatial organization, the construction tests and motor assessment tests. Movement times were much longer in MSA than PD patients. The association of nigral with putaminal damage may explain the more severe bradykinesia in MSA.